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IF YOU WOULD LIKE THIS 
INFORMATION IN ANOTHER 

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE,  
CALL US.

(867) 767-9130

STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
ACCOUNTABILITY AND OVERSIGHT
The Standing Committee on Accountability and Oversight (AOC) includes 
all 11 Regular MLAs. AOC reviews issues of government-wide implication, 
like the budget and the response to COVID-19. It also coordinates what 
happens in the Assembly each day and the work of other committees.

Did you know that when this committee was established in 1987 it was 
called ‘Ajauqtit’? This means ‘people who push’ or ‘pushing together’ in 
the Inuktitut language, referencing those who help push a sled that has 
bogged down in snow.

During the October-November sitting, in response to alarming suicide 
statistics Regular MLAs voted unanimously to pass the motion “Suicide 
Prevention.” This motion calls on the GNWT to: establish a suicide 
prevention fund in each region that is made available to communities in 
crises without application; create a  multi-departmental suicide prevention 
team to assist communities to identify suicide prevention strategies and 
to identify Government funding; and subsidize recreation fees in small 
communities and create new activities for youth and young adults. 

STANDING COMMITTEE ON RULES 
AND PROCEDURES
The Standing Committee on Rules and Procedures released its report 
“Report on the Chief Electoral Officer’s Auxiliary Report: Issues Arising 
from the 2019 Territorial Election” on October 13, 2022. The report 
contained eight recommendations to address issues that were raised 
by the Chief Electoral Officer regarding their research on electoral best 
practices that was completed at the direction of the Legislative Assembly. 
These recommendations were adopted by the House, and the Assembly 
passed changes to the Elections and Plebiscites Act. 

In addition, the Committee is currently considering changes to the Rules 
of the Legislative Assembly based on questions referred to it by Speaker 
Blake. The Committee will release a report with recommendations on 
these issues before the end of the 19th Assembly.

Who we are  
Standing and Special Committees 
are small groups of Members of the 
Legislative Assembly (MLAs) tasked 
with examining different topics, Bills 
and Government of the Northwest 
Territories (GNWT) department 
initiatives in detail.

 

What we do  
These Committees are how the 
Assembly completes its more detailed 
work. Each Committee is responsible 
for a different range of topics. They 
make sure legislation and GNWT 
programs and services reflect and 
represent the needs of the people of 
the NWT. This often means engaging 
with residents online or in person. 

Find out more about each 
Committee at  
ntassembly.ca/committees

Next Sitting
February 7th - March 30th, 2023
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https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/motion_64-192_suicide_prevention_1.pdf
https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/motion_64-192_suicide_prevention_1.pdf
https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/cr_32-192_-_report_on_the_review_of_the_chief_electoral_officers_auxiliary_report_issues_arising_from_the_2019_territorial_election_1.pdf
https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/cr_32-192_-_report_on_the_review_of_the_chief_electoral_officers_auxiliary_report_issues_arising_from_the_2019_territorial_election_1.pdf
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STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
PRIORITY: HOUSING

In the fall sitting, the Standing Committee on Social 
Development reported Bill 48: Arbitration Act back to 
the House including releasing a Report on the Bill on 
October 25, 2022. In sum, the Committee accepted 
the Bill without proposing changes.

The Standing Committee on Social Development 
has completed extensive public engagement efforts 
regarding its priority of housing and particularly 
preventing homelessness. Its most recent efforts 
include five public hearings regarding this topic in 
the summer of 2022: one in Inuvik on June 13, one 
in Fort Good Hope on June 27, two in Yellowknife on 
June 29 and 30, and one in Behchokǫ̀ on August 29. 
The Committee will present a report to the Legislative 
Assembly early in the new year with recommendations 
to the Government.

The following pieces of legislation were referred to the 
Committee to review: 
Bill 56: An Act to Amend the Northwest Territories       
            Housing Corporation Act 
Bill 57: Miscellaneous Statute Law Amendment Act,  
            2022 
Bill 65: Builder’s Lien Act 
Bill 68: An Act to Amend the Child Day Care Act

The Committee will be collecting public feedback on 
these Bills, as particularly Bills 65 and 68 will have 
effects on construction companies and workers and 
day care operators in the NWT.

Stemming from suicide statistics released by the 
NWT’s Chief Coroner, the Committee has focused its 
recent activities on suicide prevention. The Committee 
plans to continue to take as many tangible actions 
as possible in their remaining time in office to find 
effective prevention strategies for the Territory’s 
people.

PUBLIC BUSINESS JULY - OCTOBER 2022 
INCLUDED: 

1.    Hearing, Housing and Homelessness 
Prevention, Behchokǫ̀ (August 29, 2022)

2.   Hearing, Bill 48: Arbitration Act, Minister of 
Justice (October 5, 2022)

3.   Clause-by-Clause Review, Bill 48: Arbitration 
Act, Minister of Justice (October 11, 2022) 
 

STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 
PRIORITY: INCREASE THE 
REPRESENTATION OF INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLE IN THE PUBLIC SERVICE

The Committee released three reports during the 
autumn sitting. The first report “Report on the Review 
of the 2020-2021 Annual Report of the Ombud” 
(October 18, 2022) follows up on the Ombud’s 
previous recommendations to improve the Ombud Act, 
and recommends that the GNWT review and amend 
the Ombud Act by Fall 2025 and that the Rules of the 
Assembly are amended to allow annual reports of 
statutory officers like the Ombud to be made available 
to the public sooner. 
 
“Report on the Review of the 2020-2021 Public 
Accounts” (October 28, 2022) detailed eight 
recommendations to the GNWT with three driving 
goals: addressing the NTHSSA’s growing deficit; 
enhancing disclosure on environmental liabilities, 
resource revenues and capital assets; and making 

Social Development Chair Caitlin Cleveland with Monfwi MLA Jane 
Weyallon Armstrong on the Committee’s visit to Behchokǫ̀ on August 29, 

2022.  
Photo: Mahalia Yakeleya Newmark

WHAT IS A COMMITTEE 
PRIORITY? 

Committee priorities are issues selected by 
the Committee as important and requiring 

the Committee’s focus. Priorities guide 
Committees’ work alongside the reviews they 

are required to do.

https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/cr_35-192_scosd_report_on_bill_48_final.pdf
https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/bill_56_0.pdf
https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/bill_57_1.pdf
https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/bill_65.pdf
https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/bill_68_0.pdf
https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/td_694-192.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwWIkiqKK4M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3jSrqkOlDo4
https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/cr_34-192_-_scogo_report_on_the_review_of_the_2020-2021_annual_report_of_the_ombud.pdf
https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/cr_34-192_-_scogo_report_on_the_review_of_the_2020-2021_annual_report_of_the_ombud.pdf
https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/publicaccounts_report2020-21_v3.pdf
https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/publicaccounts_report2020-21_v3.pdf
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fiscal reporting more timely, frequent, comparable and 
digital.

The third report “Report on the Review of the 2022 
Audit of Addictions Prevention and Recovery Services” 
(November 1, 2022) presented 13 recommendations 
that reinforce accountability and request additional 
actions to improve programs and services that help 
Northerners avoid and heal from addictions. 

During this sitting the Committee reported back to the 
House after studying Bill 53: An Act to Amend the Liquor 
Act. This Bill received assent on November 3, 2022.

Several pieces of legislation were referred to the 
Committee for review:  
Bill 60: An Act to Amend the Petroleum Products and  
            Carbon Tax Act 
Bill 61: An Act to Amend the Ombud Act 
Bill 62: An Act to Amend the Income Tax Act 
Bill 63: An Act to Amend the Official Languages Act 
Bill 66: An Act to Amend the Property Assessment and     
            Taxation Act 
Bill 67: An Act to Amend the Fire Prevention Act

In the coming weeks, the Committee will start the 
process of holding public hearings for all of these Bills, 
as well as review the Public Accounts 2021-2022. 

Finally, the Committee has been continuing work on its 
statutory review of the Official Languages Act as well 
as its priority of increasing Indigenous representation 
in the public service. The Committee intends to table 
reports on its work on both initiatives in the House in the 
February/March 2023 sitting, and thanks all of those who 
participated in these reviews. 

PUBLIC BUSINESS JULY - OCTOBER  2022 
INCLUDED: 
 
1. Meeting, Indigenous Representation in the Public 
Service and the Official Languages Act, Hay River 
(August 15, 2022) 
 
2. Meeting, Indigenous Representation in the Public 
Service and the Official Languages Act, Kátł’odeeche 
First Nation (August 17, 2022) 
 
3. Briefing, GNWT’s Flood Response, GNWT 
Department of Municipal and Community Affairs 
(August 18, 2022)

4. Review, Office of the Auditor General’s Report on 
Addictions Prevention and Recovery Services in the 
Northwest Territories, Office of the Auditor General 
(October 6, 2022)

5. Virtual Meeting, Indigenous Representation in the 
Public Service and the Official Languages Act, Délı̨nę 
(October 7, 2022)

6. Clause-by-Clause Review, Bill 53: An Act to Amend 

the Liquor Act, Minister of Finance (October 7, 2022)
 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON 
RECONCILIATION AND 
INDIGENOUS AFFAIRS
The Special Committee continues to work on its final 
report. The report’s recommendations may touch on 
six areas: redefining consent; transparency of the 
GNWT’s role in land agreements; language used in 
GNWT documents; delegation between governments 
in areas of shared responsibility; standards and 
principles used by the GNWT related to land 
agreements; creation of made-in-the-NWT legislation; 
and constitutional arrangements amongst NWT 
nations.

The Committee continues to meet with Indigenous 
Governments. Contact the Committee Clerk Cynthia 
James at Committees@ntassembly.ca if you are 
interested in meeting with the Special Committee or 
providing a written submission.

STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
AND ENVIRONMENT 
PRIORITIES: REVIEW GOVERNMENT 
POLICIES/SERVICES TO STIMULATE 
NORTHERN & INDIGENOUS BUSINESSES; 
MAXIMIZE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES; EFFECTIVE 
MANAGEMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
LIABILITIES & CONTAMINATED SITES  
 
The Standing Committee on Economic Development 
and Environment released a report titled “Report on 
Bill 52, Elevators and Lifts Act” (October 18, 2022) 
which included recommendations to make more 
details about elevator and lift regulatory processes 
publicly available.  
 
PUBLIC BUSINESS JULY - OCTOBER 2022 
INCLUDED: 
 
1. Hearing, Bill 52: Elevators and Lifts Act, Minister of 
Infrastructure (September 28, 2022) 
 
2. Technical Briefing, GNWT’s Statement of 
Environmental Values, GNWT Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (October 13, 
2022) 
 
3. Panel Discussion, Food Security in the NWT 
(October 20, 2022) 

https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/scogo_cr_-_oagaddictions_report_v3.pdf
https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/scogo_cr_-_oagaddictions_report_v3.pdf
https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/bill_60_1.pdf
https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/bill_61_1.pdf
https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/bill_62_0.pdf
https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/bill_63_0.pdf
https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/bill_66_0.pdf
https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/bill_67_0.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qAJTI9TE1f0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUPHJ5oFXow
https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/report_on_bill_52.pdf
https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/report_on_bill_52.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9l7I3P4asdE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FZ6mqQA4Fs4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YjwV_eADR_A
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Languages Act that has been underway for the 
last two years by the Standing Committee on 
Government Operations. This Bill addresses changes 
recommended by the Languages Commissioner and 
by the Committee based on past reviews. Proposed 
changes would clarify the role of the Languages 
Commissioner, merge the Languages Boards and 
update language in the Act.

Bill 65: Builders’ Lien Act 
This Bill would change business for stakeholders 
involved with the construction industry. Proposed 
changes include extending timelines for filing and 
perfecting claims, creating trust provisions which 
requires owners and contractors to hold any money 
received in trust for employees and subcontractors, 
and allowing annual, phased and segmented release 
of holdbacks for large contracts, among other 
changes. 

Bill 66: An Act to Amend the Property Assessment  
 and Taxation Act 
This Bill would streamline administrative and 
operational processes, clarify and modernize 
terminology, and support a fair and effective legislative 
framework. These proposed changes affect known 
administrative and operational issues regarding the 
assessment side of the Act.

Bill 67: An Act to Amend the Fire Prevention Act 
This Bill will impact those who deal with the Office of 
the Fire Marshal. Proposed changes would improve 
regulatory functions, creative an authoritative plan 
review process and a formal avenue of appeal for plan 
reviews, and protect against personal liability.  

Bill 68: An Act to Amend the Child Day Care Act 
This Bill will impact those who have a stake in child 
care in the NWT. The proposed changes include 
establishing an NWT Certification Process and Wage 
Grid, increasing inclusion and reporting measures, 
authorizing cost control regulations, protecting the 
rights of families and updating language in the Act. 

WANT TO BE ON THE 
DISTRIBUTION LIST FOR 
THIS NEWSLETTER?
Sign up with your name and e-mail address here.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON 
TRANSITION MATTERS
This Special Committee was established in the 
House on November 3, 2022 per requirements in the 
Legislative Assembly’s Guiding Principles and Process 
Conventions. The Committee’s purpose is to make 
recommendations to the next Legislative Assembly on 
the transition process and the political structure of the 
20th Legislative Assembly. 

The following Members were named as members 
of the Committee: MLA Hay River South, Rocky 
Simpson, Chair; MLA Nahendeh, Shane Thompson; 
MLA Hay River North, R.J. Simpson; MLA Inuvik 
Twin Lakes, Lesa Semmler; MLA Frame Lake, Kevin 
O’Reilly; MLA Monfwi, Jane Weyallon Armstrong. 

The Special Committee will release a report in the final 
sitting of the 19th Assembly, occurring in August 2023.

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
Committees are looking for public feedback on the 
following Bills. Stay tuned to the Legislative Assembly 
Facebook, Twitter or website to learn the dates of 
public hearings as they are scheduled. Members of 
the public are also welcome to send in submissions 
(letters summarizing your thoughts and ideas) on any 
of these initiatives. Submissions can be e-mailed to 
Committees@ntassembly.ca.

Bill 60: An Act to Amend the Petroleum Products  
 and Carbon Tax Act 
This Bill’s proposed changes, sponsored by the 
GNWT, comply with new federal carbon pricing 
benchmarks including new carbon tax rates. This 
bill will impact costs for people across the Northwest 
Territories. 

Bill 61: An Act to Amend the Ombud Act 
This Bill’s proposed changes would mean residents 
could make complaints to the Ombud about a wider 
range of public bodies, and about matters that have 
come up since April 1, 1999. It would also allow the 
Ombud to provide more notice of investigations.

Bill 62: An Act to Amend the Income Tax Act 
This Bill’s proposed changes would allow the Canada 
Revenue Agency to share NWT income tax data with 
Finance Canada, as well as fulfill requirements to 
harmonize the NWT’s income tax legislation with the 
federal government’s. 

Bill 63: An Act to Amend the Official Languages  
 Act 
This Bill is separate from the review of the Official 

DID YOU KNOW:
When a Legislative Assembly committtee 
makes a recommendation to the GNWT, 

the GNWT has 120 days to provide a 
response to those recommendations.

http://eepurl.com/h0bVjT
https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/td_373-192.pdf
https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/td_373-192.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/LegislativeAssemblyNWT
https://twitter.com/NTAssembly
http://ntassembly.ca

