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Reclaiming the Capable Person -                                                                                                             
A Strategic Framework for Addressing Family Violence in the Northwest Territories 

Mr. Speaker, the Government of the Northwest Territories recently completed a 

comprehensive strategic framework aimed at addressing the concerning rates of family 

violence in the Northwest Territories. 

The framework is called Reclaiming the Capable Person: We Are All Capable Persons When 

We Have Community. In it, Elders from communities across the territory provide their 

definitions of a capable person based on traditional knowledge passed down from 

generations.  

Their knowledge teaches us that every child and every person is born capable, and that we 

all share the responsibility to nurture and provide opportunities and guidance to help 

everyone become their own capable person.  

Mr. Speaker, all survivors, and perpetrators of family violence are capable persons. The 

Government of the Northwest Territories can best support them by assuming a role that 

better equips them to make empowered decisions for themselves, their families, and their 

communities. 

We evoke the idea of the Capable Person to emphasize that this strategic framework focuses 

on individual agency and the importance of programs and services that support the 

empowerment of individuals affected by family violence so that they can make decisions for 

themselves that build resiliency, and the capacity to heal so they can lead fulfilling lives. 

This strategic framework focuses on people, adopting a holistic approach to prevention and 

intervention measures across all levels of government and non-governmental organizations. 

This approach calls for a significant shift in the way we perceive the collective healing needs 
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of all residents, including survivors, their families and those who use violence in their 

relationships. 

Earlier this summer, we shared the draft framework with Indigenous and community 

governments and other key stakeholders for input.  

Mr. Speaker, at the appropriate time today, I will table the feedback we received.  Now that 

the framework has been finalized, we will create an action plan to implement new initiatives 

and enhance existing programs and services, including a monitoring and evaluation 

framework to assess and adjust our efforts along the way to ensure that our approach is 

effective and responsive to evolving needs.  

Many of the implementation actions relate closely to A Way Home: A Comprehensive 

Strategy to Address Homelessness in the Northwest Territories. It is well known that family 

violence is among the primary issues that cause people to experience homelessness. 

Advancing these strategies creates an opportunity to better coordinate person-centred 

services across departments and address some of the Northwest Territories’ most urgent 

social needs. 

Mr. Speaker, to be effective, our strategy to address family violence must also take into 

consideration gender-based violence, Elder abuse, and the problems underlying gender 

inequality and discrimination against 2SLGBTQQIA+ individuals.  

Today, I particularly note the tragic, nation-wide issue of Missing and Murdered Indigenous 

Women and Girls, which must also be considered in any strategies addressing domestic and 

family violence. I emphasize today due to the new monument unveiled honouring the lives 

of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls.  This monument is nestled in the 

woods just to the right of the entrance pathway to the Legislative Assembly building. It is 

located in a quiet place, surrounded by trees, which will allow people and families time and 

space to reflect on losses and perhaps, also experience a little hope. The national 

conversation on MMIWG has reached a critical mass, and while there is so much more to do, 
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I, like so many others, have hope that we are starting to see awareness walking side by side 

with reconciliation.     

Mr. Speaker, by adopting an inclusive, comprehensive strategy and a coordinated approach 

to implementation, we will promote gender equality, protect the rights and safety of all 

individuals, and work towards a society free from violence and discrimination. This 

approach reflects strong commitment to recognizing the diverse needs of different 

communities and ensuring that the solutions put forward are genuinely transformative and 

inclusive. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 


