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THE HONOURABLE JULIE GREEN    No.:                         210-19(2) 
MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES             Date:    February 28, 2022 
 
 

COVID-19 Health and Social Services Update 

 

Mr. Speaker, today I am providing an update on easing public health restrictions as 

we move toward lifting the public health emergency on April 1st.  We have seen a 

steady decline in cases in the NWT since the mid-January peak after, but not before 

Omicron produced over three times the number of new COVID-19 infections 

compared to all previous waves of the virus combined in the NWT. 

 

Given the decline in cases, the Chief Public Health Officer is easing public health 

restrictions. Effective tomorrow, leisure travel will resume. Anyone will be able to 

travel into the NWT, regardless of vaccination status. All indoor and outdoor 

gathering restrictions will be lifted. The proof of vaccine program, which enabled 

businesses and organizations to apply for increased capacity, will end.   

 

Mr. Speaker, the Chief Public Health Officer has always been guided by the most 

current scientific evidence to ease public health restrictions.  I am confident that we 

have the tools in place to help keep residents safe because we all realize COVID-19 is 

not going away.  Some restrictions will remain throughout March until the public 

health emergency ends, including wearing face masks in indoor public places, 

mandatory isolation if you have COVID-19 or are sharing a household with a person 

who has COVID-19, and reporting positive COVID-19 test results. In addition, any 

out of territory traveller will be required to get tested the day they enter the NWT 

and 72-hours later if they are going to a small community, working or volunteering 

with vulnerable or high-risk populations, or arriving from outside Canada.  

 

 

Throughout the pandemic, we have all had to change the way we live our lives. We 

have missed work, school, weddings, birthday parties, feasts, and celebrations. Many 
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of us have struggled to maintain our mental health. We grieve the loss of 19 

Northwest Territories residents to the virus. I want to extend my sincere 

condolences to everyone who has lost a loved one or friend.   

 

Mr. Speaker, vaccination is still the best way to protect the health of residents and 

prevent further disruption to our lives. I encourage everyone 12 years of age and 

older, who had their second dose at least six months ago, to get a booster shot. 

Boosters provide maximum protection against severe illness and death. This is very 

important for those at high risk, especially elderly residents, those with chronic 

health conditions and pregnant women. 
 

As of last week 81 per cent of the eligible NWT population is now fully vaccinated 

and 51 per cent of adults have received boosters. I would like to thank everyone 

who made the decision to get vaccinated and to have their children vaccinated. 

 

Mr. Speaker, over the last two years every NWT resident has made sacrifices to 

adapt to COVID-19. We are all tired of the pandemic and of the public health 

measures that have been necessary to keep us safe. Throughout these two years, 

NWT residents have learned how to protect themselves and how to manage their 

own risk. We are now at the point where we must turn a corner and encourage 

residents to evaluate risks for themselves and set their safety nets. It is time to end 

the public health emergency because the risks associated with COVID-19 are no 

longer the emergency they once were. We are in the process of determining what 

services and resources will be required to be ready to respond to COVID-19 

outbreaks.  

 

I want to again take this opportunity to thank health and social services staff for 

their tireless work in providing top quality care for NWT residents.   

 

I also want to thank residents for complying with the public health orders and 

recommendations, and for supporting each other through every outbreak, school 
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closure, containment order, and business interruption. I ask everyone to continue to 

help each other, and take precautions to allow us to move forward to enjoy time 

with family, friends and communities after this long interruption.   

 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 


