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Arctic Sovereignty 

 

Mr. Speaker, the current invasion of Ukraine by Russia is a stark reminder of the 

importance of Arctic Sovereignty. We share a unique border with Russia, the Arctic Ocean. 

As the Arctic takes a more predominant role on the international stage, we want to ensure 

that the needs of Northerners remain a priority for Canada. It also means that the 

aspirations of Northerners be given appropriate attention and that we eliminate the gaps 

between northern and southern Canadians. 

 

Mr. Speaker, Russia has broad interests in the Arctic, including advancing a claim under the 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea that comes to the edge of Canada’s 370-

kilometer exclusive coastal economic zone off the coast of NWT, Yukon and Nunavut. 

Canada has also submitted a claim.  

 

Territorial Premiers recently wrote to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and Council of 

Federation Chair, B.C. Premier John Horgan, to convene urgent discussions on Arctic 

sovereignty and security. We believe that this issue needs to be a priority for all Canadians 

moving forward. I will be tabling both those letters later today. 

 

Earlier this month, I attended a confidential briefing with officials at the highest level of 

military, security and intelligence branches of the federal government. I also met with Anita 

Anand, Minister of National Defence, and Dan Vandal, Minister of Northern Affairs, to 

discuss Arctic sovereignty and security and how we can work closer together moving 

forward. 

 

The strategic importance of the Arctic has been increasing, due to climate change and the 

opening of Arctic waters, as well as the wealth of resources the Arctic holds Mr. Speaker. 

This heightened interest is not only from Russia, but other world powers like China, the 
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United States, and other Arctic nations. It is paramount Northerners are involved in 

decisions that impact the North.  

 

The Government of the Northwest Territories is committed to supporting Canada in its 

efforts to show leadership in asserting Arctic sovereignty by empowering and equipping 

communities to be both resilient and responsive in the changing geo-political landscape. 

From a Northwest Territories perspective, peace and cooperation among circumpolar 

countries are essential for healthy and vibrant Arctic communities. This is something we 

value. 

 

Mr. Speaker, Northern security is not just about a military presence, it is also about building 

strong, resilient communities through significant investment in critical infrastructure like 

roads, telecommunications and energy. It also means strong healthcare and education 

systems and the elimination of gaps between North and South. Decisions about the North 

must be made by Northerners. After all, Northerners have the biggest stake in a strong and 

sustainable Arctic. 

 

As outlined in the Arctic and Northern Policy Framework, the Government of the 

Northwest Territories has a vision of strong, self-reliant people and communities working 

together for a vibrant, prosperous, and sustainable Arctic and Northern region. By 

achieving this vision both at home and abroad, it supports Canada’s enduring Arctic 

sovereignty.  

 

We are committed to working across borders and with Indigenous Northerners to improve 

the economic, social, and cultural well-being of the NWT. 

 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 


