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Cold Weather Testing 
 

Mr. Speaker, the Government of the Northwest Territories is committed to strengthening 

connections with air transportation businesses and industries. Collaboration with world- 

wide aviation leaders is vital to the Yellowknife Airport’s success, and to the growth of our 

territory through its tourism and employment sectors. 

 
As the primary aviation hub of the Northwest Territories, the Yellowknife Airport hosts a 

number of cold weather testing activities during the winter season. These activities offer 

significant benefits for the local economy with groups staying in Yellowknife for several 

weeks, and sometimes months. 

 
Cold weather testing increases revenue growth for Yellowknife Airport partners and local 

businesses like restaurants, hotels, vehicle rental offices and much more. It also allows us to 

diversify our winter tourism markets by developing a new sector of business tourism. 

 
Mr. Speaker, after hosting Korean Aerospace Industries in 2022, we secured two cold 

weather testing opportunities with Airbus for the 2023 winter season. 

 
Airbus is currently conducting cold weather testing on two different aircrafts: the H160 

helicopter and the CC295 Kingfisher – an aircraft used by Canadian Search and Rescue. The 

last group is expected to complete testing at the end of this month. 

 
The partnership with Airbus has created an opportunity to host over 40 engineers, pilots and 

support staff between January 6th and March 31st in Yellowknife, with logistics support from 

Summit Air and Deton Cho Logistics. 
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Mr. Speaker, cold weather testing with Airbus is one of many successful partnerships 

between the Yellowknife Airport and aviation leaders, bringing innovation and economic 

opportunity to the North. We look forward to welcoming more cold weather testing 

opportunities and will continue to affirm our place as leader in this industry. 

 
Thank you, 

Quyanainni. 


